MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
The sequel to this decree took place whilst we were in
Moscow. The conference of educationists had met a few
months before, but nothing had been said about pedology.
Another meeting was held in September, the chief business
of which was to discuss the decree, which had, however,
come into force as soon as it was issued in July. Bubnov
presided at the conference, and several speaiers expressed
gratitude to the party for having saved the situation. The
party decision of July 4th in condemnation of pedology,
said a teacher, Beanie to most of us quite suddenly, whereas
we should ourselves have arrived at the same conclusion
long before." The following extract from the Moscow News*
says:
"The former pedologists were in attendance at the
council and several of them spoke. Most significant was
the speech of Professor G. P. Blonsky, acknowledged
leader of the pedologists. CI personally feel the full weight
of responsibility for the offences of pedology,3 he said.
*I knew all along that bourgeois pedology does not accept
the Marxian basis, but I continued using tests and
measurements, which are a means of bolstering up the
exploiting class. I was educated before the Revolution in
the methods of Bluet and others, and in the American
school of theory and practice. As a result, I and all our
pedologists looked upon the child as a machine rather
than a living being. We explained "difficult" children as
due to heredity rather than, to environment. The fate of
children was for us biologically established. This anti-
Marxian conception lowered the energy and thought of
the teacher in her work. The bourgeois conception of the
child closed our eyes to the Soviet Child/ **
As for the pedologists themselves the same paper says:
"Pedological methods were largely confined to the
cities, especially Moscow and Leningrad. Only about
fifteen advanced students were doing post-graduate work
in pedology, and perhaps five hundred undergraduates
were specializing in the subject, The majority of them
have changed their specialities from pedology to psy-
or to methods of teaching, and will continue
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